January 19, 2010

Speaker, but I think it’s also the kind
of chicanery that we’re seeing going on
right now.

When you buy somebody’s vote with
$300 million in Louisiana and you buy
somebody’s vote in Nebraska, and then
when the unions start squealing be-
cause they think they’re going to be
paying too much for health insurance,
you give them a $60 billion tax break,
break on their premiums, people across
the country start saying, Hey, what’s
going on? Is anybody up there honest?
You’re buying votes with taxpayers’
money. That $60 billion break that the
unions are going to get is going to be
made up in part from a new tax or an
additional tax on prosthetic devices
and wheelchairs. The people who really
need help are going to have to pay
higher taxes for those things because
you’re giving a $60 billion break to the
unions.

So, Madam Speaker, I'm not going to
talk for the whole 5 minutes tonight. I
just want to make this point very, very
clear, and I hope my colleagues back in
their offices are listening as well.
There is a message being sent to Mem-
bers of Congress. There is a message
being sent to the Senators across the
Capitol, and it is that people want hon-
est, fair government. They don’t want
a socialist government. They don’t
want the Congress controlling their
lives. They don’t want to have a bu-
reaucrat between themselves and the
doctors that they go see on a regular
basis. In short, they don’t want that
health care bill, and they certainly
don’t want more taxes, and they cer-
tainly don’t want Members of the Sen-
ate and the House being bought off by
bribes that are being given to them by
the leadership in order to get their
vote on this health care bill.

Regardless of what happens in, now, 6
minutes, I think that the people of this
country have got the message. They
don’t want socialized medicine. They
don’t want more government control
over their lives. So I hope my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle,
who may not be here right now, that
they will take a hard look at the poll-
ing results and what happens tonight.
Win, lose, or draw, it’s going to show
very clearly that an awful lot of Demo-
crats, an awful lot of Independents as
well as Republicans are very concerned
about what’s going on here in Wash-
ington.

I hope that down the road my col-
leagues who have political goals in
mind will take all this to heart when
they start casting their vote on this
health care bill when it comes back
from the Senate.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the Sen-
ate or its Members.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I beg to differ. I think that as
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long as I am speaking in a generic
term, it’s not something that’s not al-
lowed. We talk about the Senate all the
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers may not engage in unparliamen-
tary remarks toward the Senate collec-
tively or its Members.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
GEOFFREY A. WHITSITT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. INGLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise
to remember Private First Class Geof-
frey A. Whitsitt, a 21-year-old of Trav-
elers Rest, South Carolina, Army Air-
borne, serving in Afghanistan, headed
for Special Forces training and hoping
to become an Army Ranger.

Geoff was 2 weeks shy of his 22nd
birthday when, on January 13, an im-
provised explosive device was deto-
nated near the Humvee he was driving,
killing Geoff, his sergeant, and seri-
ously wounding their gunner. Some
Taliban or al Qaeda operative out there
might be thinking that they killed an
infidel. They didn’t. They failed at
three levels.

First, Geoff was no infidel. He was a
believer. He was a believer in America
and a believer in the King of all cre-
ation, a citizen of the freest, most
blessed land in the world, and a citizen
of the kingdom of heaven. Geoff wanted
that kingdom to come. He prayed for
that kingdom to come. He worked for
that kingdom to come. He served for
that kingdom to come. In the end, he
went there before the invisible became
visible here.

Those who detonated that IED failed
at another level. They think they
frightened Geoff’s family, his friends
and his countrymen. They’re wrong.
My wife and I visited the Whitsitts last
night. Their faith in America, their
faith in the author of our salvation,
the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings
is undiminished. They know that other
Geoffs will run the hills and woods that
Geoff loved to run in the northern part
of our county. They know that another
Geoff will come in last in his first
cross-country meet and finish 16th in
the State by the end of the season.
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They know that another Geoff will
take what he learned of love and books
and faith in his home school and at
Greenville Tech Charter High School
and volunteer to serve his Nation.

They know that another dad will
take another Geoff to the banks of the
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Middle Saluda River for fishing and for
talks about the essence of life. Those
who detonated that IED failed at a
third and higher level. They think that
Geoff is dead. He isn’t. He lives. He
lives in our hearts and minds because
he is one of our heroes.

He lives in the heart of his older
brother, Steven, serving with steely de-
termination in the United States Navy.

He will always live in the hearts of
his mom and dad. They loved him, led
him, admired him, and gave him up for
the rest of us.

Their gift reminds us of the gift of all
gifts—a father who had sovereign con-
trol over all aspects of His Son’s sub-
stitutionary death, and who gave Him
up for us all. Geoff lives in the nail-
pierced hands of that Savior, and no
one can snatch him out of those hands.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GRAYSON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. SCHMIDT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. SCHMIDT addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. McCLIN-
TOCK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. RYAN) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker,
it is an honor again to be here on the
floor of the House of Representatives
to talk about the issues of the day and
talk about changes that have happened
in our country over the course of the
last year due to the leadership of Presi-
dent Obama and the Democratic Con-
gress.

I know in today’s world, in today’s
media-driven world where we like to
talk about and have fights about dif-
ferent issues and let those fights kind
of permeate society, sometimes it is
very difficult for us as leaders in the
country to talk directly to our con-
stituents and to the American people
about some of the changes that have
been put in place.

If we look at just a little over a year
ago, in the fall of last year, October of
2008, the difficulties facing our coun-
try, on the economic side, the collapse
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